

 Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council
Agenda for Parish Council Meeting 01/09/2026 

Dear Councillors,
You are summoned to attend a Meeting of Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council at 7pm on Tuesday 1 September 2026 at Capenhurst Court, Urenco, CH1 6ER.
In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press are welcome to attend. Please note that the Parish Council does not record its council meetings but is aware that outside bodies may do so and may share them publicly; by joining this meeting, you are agreeing to this.
The Council’s Standing Orders apply to this meeting.
Mike A Jones
Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer 



	Date
	1st September 2026

	Time
	7pm

	Invited Attendees
	Councillor (Cllr) Ann Clowes (Chair), Cllr Tania Foster (Vice Chair), Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Jamie Davies, Cllr Colette Francis, Cllr. Phil Housley, Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Tracey Royle, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson, Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley, Representatives from Urenco – Laura Johnson, Laura Gregory, Sophie Wright.

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Court, Urenco
Please bring photo ID to gain Admittance and inform the clerk of your attendance.




	1
	Procedural Matters:
-i. Apologies
-ii. Communication 
-iii. Declarations of Interest
-iv. Minutes from meetings 5 May 2026 and 7 July 2027 for approval and signing. (see agenda pack p4)
-v. Resignations & vacancies (none as at 24 August 2026)
-vi. Policies – ICO Publication Scheme for adoption (see agenda pack p19)
-vii. To note dates of Future Meetings & Locations, and discuss meeting locations for 2027:
3 November 2026 at Urenco
-viii. Notice of any urgent AOB
	
MJ


	2
	Visiting Officers:
Cllr Simon Eardley
	


	3
	Urenco Update, with presentation on emergency planning zone
	LJ

	4
	Members Interest forms – distribution and completion update
	MJ

	5
	Training – Review - New Councillors and refreshers
	

	6
	Police Group – feedback
-i. New PC/PCSO meetings
-ii. Community Cohesion Group
-iii. Police & Crime Commissioner update
-iv. Speed watch - Update on speed gun, process and potential sites and request for volunteers to undertake training
	PH

	7
	Community Engagement
- i. Correspondence from Members of the Public – email regarding HGVs on Rectory Lane (see agenda pack p20)
-ii. Members of the public speaking time
-iii. Internet/Website/Facebook
	




	8
	 Events
-i. Proposals for future events
-ii. Christmas event 

	

	9
	Ongoing issues - updates
1) Planter – volunteer needed to source another planter (see agenda pack p21)
2) Sports and Social Club parking – to be passed to police liaison as a potential highways matter if issues reoccur
	

	10
	Planning:
- i. New Planning Applications (see agenda pack p22)
- ii. Planning Sub Committee Report
	 


	11
	Finance: (see agenda pack p23)
-i. Income received
-ii. Payments made
-iii. Earmarked Reserves and Proposed expenditure
-iv. Update on accounts and signatories
	

	12
	Members Information
To note that the following communications have been circulated:
-i. CHALC- e mails circulated
-ii. NALC- e mails circulated
-iii. Training- e mails circulated

To receive the following report:
-iv. PCSO Report (see agenda pack p24)
	

	13
	Members Speaking Time
	

	14
	Meeting closes
	





Annual Meeting of Capenhurst & Ledsham Parish Council
Tuesday 5th May 2026
Minutes

	Date
	5th May 2026

	Time
	7pm

	Attendees
	Councillor (Cllr) Ann Clowes (Chair), Cllr Tania Foster (Vice Chair and joint Responsible Financial Officer), Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Jamie Davies, Cllr Colette Francis, Cllr Phil Housley, Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson.

Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley, Mike Jones (Secretary and joint Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)) 

Members of the public – Hassan Ali, Bob and Carol Davies, Mike Farwell, David Francis, Deborah Housley.

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Village Hall 



1. Procedural matters
(a) Apologies. To receive apologies for absence. 
No apologies for absence were received.

(b) Declarations of interest.  For Councillors to declare any interests in matters on the agenda of the Annual General Meeting.
No declarations of interests were made.

(c) Approval of minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 6th May 2025. 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Annual Meeting of Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council held on Tuesday 6th May 2025 be agreed as a trued record and signed by the Chair. 

(d) Chair’s Report. 
The Chair gave her report for the previous year, which included:
· recognition of the volunteering which Councillors do 
· changes in membership including the resignations of Councillors Mark Brassington and Tracey Royle, the welcoming of Phil Housley as a new Councillor
· clerk changes as Pippa Martin was welcomed but later left, and Mike Jones started
· Continued liaison with Urenco
· Planning matters including applications considered by the Planning Group 
· meetings and increased attendance by public including Saturday surgeries
· Networking and liaison with Cheshire West and Chester Council and other Parish Councils
· consultations with major schemes
· Website developments 
· notice boards updating
· thanks to the Vice Chair and RFO

(e) Responsible Finance Officer’s Report. 
Cllr Foster gave her verbal report that it was a good year and the precept could remain at the same level. We had tightened financial protocols with suggestions and advice from the internal auditor. 
Cllr Foster gave 10 proposals: 
1) that we remain with internal auditor John Henry of JDH business services (Cllr Tomlinson seconded) 
2) that we pay John Henry’s invoice of up to £500 (Cllr Francis seconded) 
3) that we pay external auditor fees if needed up to £500 (Cllr Housley seconded), 
4) that we pay for scribe accounts package – about £35 a month (Cllr Tomlinson seconded), 
5) that we continue to pay for website and individual email addresses (Cllr Davies seconded) 
6) that we pay for insurance of £393.26 from 18 June (Cllr Tomlinson seconded), 
7) that we pay Diane Malley for payroll services (Cllr Tomlinson seconded), 
8) that we pay clerk with review as part of budget discussions (Cllr Tomlinson seconded), 
9) that we AGAR (Cllr Housley seconded),
10) that we apply for exemption from external audit (Cllr Housley seconded)
All these were agreed.

Resolved: 
1) that we remain with internal auditor John Henry of JDH business services 
2) that we pay John Henry’s invoice of up to £500 
3) that we pay external auditor fees if needed up to £500 
4) that we pay for scribe accounts package – about £35 a month 
5) that we continue to pay for website and individual email addresses 
6) that we pay for insurance of £393.26 from 18 June 
7) that we pay Diane Malley for payroll services 
8) that we pay clerk with review as part of budget discussions 
9) that we AGAR 
10) that we apply for exemption from external audit 

(f) Current Chair and Vice Chair stand down. 
Councillor Ann Clowes stood down as Chair and Councillor Tania Foster stood down as Vice Chair. 

The Clerk conducted the next item. 

(g) To elect a Chair for the year 2026/27. 
The Clerk invited nominations for the role of Chair.
Councillor Christine Pemberton nominated Councillor Ann Clowes. This was seconded by Councillor Joyce Tomlinson.
There were no other nominations.

RESOLVED: Councillor Ann Clowes be appointed Chair for the Civic Year 2026/2027. 

Councillor Ann Clowes resumed the role of Chair at the meeting.

(h) To elect a Vice-Chair for the year 2026/27.  
The Clerk invited nominations for the role of Vice Chair. 
Councillor Joyce Tomlinson nominated Councillor Tania Foster. This was seconded by Councillor Ann Clowes.
There were no other nominations.

RESOLVED: Councillor Tania Foster be appointed Vice Chair for the Civic Year 2026/2027. 

(i) Elect groups/areas of responsibility. Groups consider and discuss details on particular issues, so that the Council may make informed decisions and actions (previously planning group, events group, highways liaison, school liaison, police liaison). 

RESOLVED: That the following groups and responsibilities of Councillors be noted:
Planning Group – Councillors Phil Housley, Christine Pemberton, Joyce Tomlinson, Tania Foster, Ann Clowes. 
Events Group – Councillors Jamie Davies, Tania Foster and 4 members of the public – being Katy Oakley, Anne-Marie from Dunkirk Lane, Chloe Cotterell and Kirsty Ali
Highways and Litter Picking – Councillors Gareth Baker, Collette Francis
Schools - Councillor Pemberton
Police – Councillor Phil Housley 
Notice Boards – Councillor Pemberton

(j) Agreement of policies:

RESOLVED: That the following policies be agreed for 2026/2027:
1. Financial Regulations 2019 
2. Transparency Code 
3. Standing Orders 
4. Member code of conduct 
5. Risk Assessment 
6. Resilience Plan

(k) Date of next Annual Meeting – Tuesday 18th May 2027, at village hall

The meeting ended at 7.35 pm





Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council
Minutes

	Date
	5th May 2026

	Time
	7.45pm

	Attendees
	Councillor (Cllr) Ann Clowes (Chair), Cllr Tania Foster (Vice Chair and joint Responsible Financial Officer), Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Jamie Davies, Cllr Colette Francis, Cllr Phil Housley, Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson.

Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley, Mike Jones (Secretary and joint Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)) 

Members of the public – Hassan Ali, Bob and Carol Davies, Mike Farwell, David Francis, Deborah Housley.

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Village Hall 



	1
	Procedural Matters:
- Apologies for absence
It was noted that Tracey Royle had intended to be present but had given apologies as she was away.

- Communication – to note significant communications
It was noted that communications from the Peak Cluster proposed pipeline had been circulated.

- Declaration of Interest – for Members to declare interests in any matters on the agenda
It was noted that most Councillors would be affected by the peak Cluster scheme (item 9).

- Approval of minutes from Council meeting held on 3 March 2026

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 3 March 2026 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.

- Matters arising from notes from the last meeting inc graffiti

The response from Network Rail concerning the graffiti on the railway bridge was noted, that as the graffiti is not offensive nor obscene they would not attend to clear it.
Cllr Simon Eardley had cleared the graffiti on the Capenhurst name sign.

- Resignations & vacancies inc Ledsham vacancy for decision
It was noted that there was a vacancy for a Ledsham Councillor following the resignation of Mark Brassinngton. Following advertisement of this vacancy, no candidates came forward which allowed for co-option by the Parish Council. Following further advertisement, one person applied which was ex-Councillor Tracey Royle. 

Members voted unanimously for her co-option to the Parish Council.

RESOLVED: That Tracey Royle be co-opted to fill the Ledsham Councillor post on the Parish Council. 

- Dates of Future Meetings & Locations for noting:
The dates for surgery and future meetings for 2026 were noted as:
6 June for surgery at village hall 
7 July 2026 at Urenco 
1 September 2026 at Urenco – with presentation from Urenco on emergency planning zone
3 November 2026 at Urenco

- Notice of any urgent AOB
Cllr Christine Pemberton asked to raise two issues:
1. Thefts in the village 
2. playing field 
Cllr Joyce Tomlinson asked to speak about Peak Cluster
Cllr Tania Foster asked to speak about Scottish Power and power cuts.
	AC


All



	2
	Visiting Officers:
CWaC Cllr Simon Eardley gave the following updates:
· It was good to be part of the litter picking session on 27th March. Many thanks to everyone who contributed to a very positive (if slightly depressing owing to the volume of litter collected) morning across the parish.
· Capenhurst village signs off Dunkirk Way. This was an action from the January 2026 meeting for me to ask CWaC to undertake the cleaning of graffiti on these signs. In the end I determined to do it myself as likely to be quicker and easier. The situation is much improved.
· Peak Cluster. As part of the Conservative Group on the Council, I called for an Extraordinary Council meeting to consider the Peak Cluster project in order to pass a motion expressing opposition to it. This meeting took place on 21st April 2026 and the motion was passed with near unanimous cross-party support. This sets out that the Council is not in favour of the project and this has been followed up with a letter to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero setting out our position. This project will ultimately be determined at a national level, but the Council is taking a robust line and I will expect it to continue to honour that position. I am in the process of arranging a community meeting on the project which will focus particularly on the Saughall and Mollington Ward. More details will be provided in due course. Read more about my position and the EGM here: www.simoneardley.uk/news/cheshire-west-and-chester-conservatives-motion-opposing-peak-cluster-project-passes-near
· Ledsham village – designation of one of the lanes as ‘Blue Duck Lane.’ We have discussed this previously and I will follow up the request to undertake this with a note to CWaC to seek their thoughts and next steps to move it forward.
· Capenhurst Lane potholes. Some patch repairs have been undertaken in several locations, but the road continues to deteriorate. At this stage it will be necessary to just continue reporting areas where potholes appear as no full structural resurfacing of the remainder of this lane is planned in the near future.
· Community speedwatch. Residents raise with me on a frequent basis their concerns relating to speeding in the villages. It has been suggested that we establish a ‘Community Speedwatch’ campaign in the area which will need volunteer support. I am prepared to provide funds from my CWaC Member Budget, perhaps to the purchase of a ‘speed gun’ to help with this. It will be necessary though to appoint a co-ordinator, organise training and then get an active rota in place.
· On behalf of Cllr Housley, I logged concerns regarding traffic safety at the A550 / Ledsham Road junction. A response from CWaC is awaited and will be circulated in due course.
· Saughall pharmacy. Although not in the parish, it is possible that some residents access pharmacy services from the Church Road, Saughall site. There was a recent hiatus in service provision owing to a change of operator, but this is now resolved and the service should be back to normal and operational. If anyone has a concern, I can assist in clarifying further.
· A number of planning matters remained to be resolved, including at Brookfield (Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst), Laurels Farm (Ledsham) and ‘The Hayloft’ (Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst). On the latter I have requested an update from CWaC Planning around what action they expect to take here. I will relay this to parish councillors when received.
· Outstanding matters – Capenhurst ‘play’ meeting remains to be organised. I will look to resolve this in the near future.
· Joint surgery – I will be pleased to support the session arranged for 06 June 2026 at Capenhurst Village Hall.
· The parish is benefiting from the support of a new PCSO, Chris(tine) Hogan. She can be contacted via email: christine.hogan@cheshire.police.uk
· Planning policy matters generally. I continue to raise concerns regarding changes to national planning policy and the implications of this for villages like Capenhurst and Ledsham. A recent article on this subject which I put together recently can be accessed here: www.simoneardley.uk/news/planning-policy-changes-and-impact-villages-saughall-mollington-ward
· Miscellaneous reports / issues:
· Ledsham Lane edge deterioration, logged on 30/03/26. Ref. CE819661251.
· Further Ledsham Lane / Rectory Lane edge deterioration, logged on 30/03/26. Ref. CE819662551.
· Following a surgery session last year, I asked CWaC to consider whether a mirror to assist with traffic visibility on Capenhurst Lane (beyond the area where Malpas Tractors formerly operated from) might be installed. A response was received which advised this was not recommended. The residents who raised the matter with me have been informed.
· Speeding concerns – Ledsham village. I have been in correspondence with a resident of Ledsham regarding issues on Chapel House Lane. The points raised were taken up with Cheshire Police and specifically a road safety officer. The reply received as follows on the points raised: “A general concern about speeding vehicles is not an unfamiliar complaint across the County.  Like [CWaC] Highways we do have to prioritise, and normally base that on solid data such as the RTC history of a location.  Where the harm is happening being where we need to focus our resources.  Below is data for 25 years of RTCs (2000-2025) showing only 1 slight injury single vehicle RTC from 2019 on Chapel Lane.  The comparison to other busier roads and junctions is clear. The Ledsham Village area has low levels of traffic and a consequence of that is that traffic is rarely impeded.  As you point out, one might suspect the road conditions would play a role in restraining the quicker traffic. I’m sure [PC Barnett] will look to give some attention but the nature of most of the roads being narrow, rural in character and with no or minimal verges options for enforcement will be very limited.”
	
SE

	3
	Update from Urenco
No one present from Urenco so this item was postponed to the next meeting. 
	LJ

	4
	Members Interest forms
Update on their submission and publication
The Clerk informed Members that all forms had been received. They would be added to the website and notified to CWaC, where the Monitoring Officer retained a copy. It was noted that they could be changed at any time and may be requested on a regular basis, at the least after an election.

The Clerk also informed Members that a further development of the website would be the addition of a short profile from each Councillor if they were willing. They would be contacted for this in the near future. 
	MJ

	5
	Members of the Public Speaking Time
Hassan Ali raised the issue of parking around Capenhurst CE Primary School around the start and end of the school day. The PCSO had been sent information. 
Councillor Phil Housley offered to check up with the PCSO and Councillor Christine Pemberton offered to check with the school.

[bookmark: _Int_l5RHeOTp]Mike Farwell updated the Council on the drainage issue around the Mill View farm area as discussed at the last meeting. There was one small section of drain left to be cleared which the Brough Council should tackle, which would enable Capenhurst to be linked via Powey Lane for first time in at least 40 years. Water levels had reduced considerably already and he feels that the previously waterlogged land had drained. 
	


JP

	6
	Planning:
- New Planning Applications 
Planning applications notified to the Parish Council had been shared with all Councillors and some had been considered by the Planning Group. It was noted that we now had access to the Gmail account which was no longer used, and some older applications had been discovered there and shared. 

- Planning group Report
The Group had met and would meet again to discuss the Laurels Farm application. 
	 All
TF

	7
	Finance: to note and discuss:
Councillor Tania Foster gave the financial report 

The bank balance stood at £18,864.12 following the receipt of the Precept and some funds which required spending. 
The first steps had been achieved in changing the bank signatories to remove Jo Pemberton 
Until Mike could access the Bank Account and Scribe, Councillor Tania Foster would continue to arrange bill payment. 

- Income received since the last meeting
The Precept of £5,500 had been received. 
There had also been a payment from CWaC of 3,576,72 for Community Infrastructure Levy from the Oakcroft development. It had to be used for specific purposes which were broadly:
a. the provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure; or
b. anything else that is concerned with addressing the demands that development places on an area.
Infrastructure is defined as:
Social infrastructure: e.g. art and culture, sports halls, education, health, social care, emergency services, community centres, village halls
Physical infrastructure: e.g. pavements, cycleways, flood defences, highways, transport links
Green infrastructure: e.g. play areas, public open space, woodlands

- Payments made since the last meeting
£34.80 for accounting package
£54.08 for IT which will increase for an additional email for the new Councillor. 
There were invoices for training [DO WE HAVE AMOUNTS?].

- Proposed expenditure
The discretionary funding from (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley’s was to be spent on a new planter. 
	 TF


	8
	Members Information
To note that regular newsletters and relevant information were circulated to Councillors, including from ChALC (Cheshire Association of Local Councils), NALC (National Association of Local Councils) and training bodies.
	All

	9
	Members Speaking Time
- Councillors
Cllr Christine Pemberton raised two issues:
1. Thefts in the village, following two reported incidents including a bike stolen by 3 lads. The Village Hall shed had been interfered with too but not opened and the School shed was broken into. All were encouraged to be vigilant and inform the police of any incidents. 
2. Playing field access on Capenhurst Lane. There had been a recent football competition where a coach had parked on the pavement, obstructing both the pavement and road, and was accompanied by lots of cars. The access to the sports field was insufficient. Urenco had promised a new entrance but had not materialised. It was noted that Sport England had rejected access plans, and it was noted that Urenco own the sports field, with about 29-year lease by the sports club. 
The Clerk would write to the Sports and Social Club and Urenco to investigate an alternative entrance.

Cllr Joyce Tomlinson spoke about the Peak Cluster project. She and the Chair had attended a liaison meeting but with little practical responses, thought they noted that there would be restoration and agreements for any works. A report from the event was awaited and would be circulated. The pipeline had a 40-year lifespan and was due to import some CO2 as it would be the only place in Europe to store the CO2. The decision about the pipeline was due in 2029. There was a deadline of 8 May for objections. The Clerk would produce a basic letter for embellishment and sending.

Cllr Tania Foster raised the issue of Scottish Power. There had been a power cut in the village and an elderly disabled man had been stuck in an electrically powered rising chair. He had not been notified despite being on their priority list. She asked that Scottish Power be reminded of their responsibilities of notifications to the community, especially their priority list. The people are on priority list but are not notified. The Clerk would draft a letter. 

Cllr Phil Housley raised the issue of his lane in Ledsham village not being named which caused difficulties with postage. He suggested that the Parish Council investigate having it named, possibly after a pub which used to be on the site – the Blue Duck or Puddle Duck Lane. He would investigate.

- Visiting Members 
There were no additional items to raise.
	
                       

	16
	Meeting closes 8.38pm. 
	





Signed……………………………………………….



Date………………………………………………….





Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council
Agenda for Parish Council Meeting 07/07/2026 

	Date
	7th July 2026

	Time
	7pm

	Attendees
	Councillor (Cllr) Ann Clowes (Chair), Cllr Tania Foster (Vice Chair), Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson, Cllr Tracey Royle, Cllr Phil Housley, Cllr Collette Francis.

Others in attendance:
Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley; Representatives from Urenco – Laura Johnson, Julia Hanlon, Carol Higson; Mike Jones (Clerk); members of the public Bob and Carol Davies, Hassan Ali, Lynn Fletcher, Val Parr, Ian Mort, Deborah Housley.

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Court, Urenco




	1
	Procedural Matters:
-i. Apologies
Cllr Gareth Baker (due to work commitments) 
Cllr Jamie Davies
-ii. Communication 
The Clerk reported that Scottish Power had been written to regarding the lack of notification of people on their priority list, as noted at the previous Council meeting. They had replied, seeking the MPAN numbers of the properties so that they could identify them. Cllr Foster was identifying these numbers. 
-iii. Declarations of Interest
No interests were declared, although Cllr Collette Francis noted that she was an applicant on the Pinfold Paddocks planning appeal noted in 10, below.  
-iv. Approval of minutes from meetings 5 May 2026. 
These were awaiting the wording of the Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) report so would be formally approved at the next meeting.
-v. Matters arising from notes from the last meeting 
Speed watch: 
Cllr Tomlinson had the speed gun used previously. It would be passed to the Councillors in the Highways and Police liaison groups for checking. CWaC Cllr Eardley outlined the process – check the gun and calibrate if necessary, identify sites and get them agreed, train volunteers, provide hi-viz tabards, do speed watch, PCSO would send notices to the owners of cars speeding and after three notices a visit was made. 
- school parking:
There had been a reply from PCSO Christine Hogan to say she had not been aware of issues and would assist when she could, such as blocked driveways. 
Cllr Pemberton will monitor.
-vi. Resignations & vacancies 
-There were none to report
-vii. To note dates of Future Meetings & Locations:
1 September 2026 at Urenco – with presentation from Urenco on emergency planning zone. 
3 November 2026 at Urenco
-viii. Notice of any urgent AOB
- There were churchyard issues, discussed under item 14, below. 

	2
	Visiting Officers:
Cllr Simon Eardley provided the following updates: 
· Surgery outcome from 06 June 2026:
· Concern raised regarding plans from Urenco in relation to Ledsham Lane. SE raised the matter with CWaC Highways and sought assurances.
· Possibility of renaming a small section of road in Ledsham village, Blue Duck Lane. This has been raised with CWaC for advice and they say that it can be considered in principle, but evidence of the reasoning would be required.
· Public Right of Way concerns – off Ledsham Lane. SE to inspect and report issues (pending).
· Proposed Peak Cluster project:
· In response to the motion of opposition to the project passed at CWaC Full Council in April, an ‘Environmental Protection Forum’ has been established and has held its first meeting. This group will provide oversight to projects like this going forward and other nationally significant and determined planning applications which are decided via the ‘Development Consent Order’ process.
· Public information evening arranged for 20th July 2026, 7.30pm at The Five Villages Hall, Backford. Leaflets being distributed to advertise.
· Miscellaneous issues / reports:
· Potholes, Dunkirk Lane. Reported on 13/05 – ref. CE837281386.
· Correspondence with highways around safety concerns at the A550/Ledsham (just outside the parish) ongoing through a query raised by Cllr Houseley. SE to continue to pursue.
· Member Budget – remains open for a project for SE to support.
· Community speedwatch – SE to provide support to progress establishment of a project in the parish now that the ‘speed gun’ has been found and can be checked for operational fitness to work.
· Penfold Close grass cutting – SE to raise with CWaC Your Streets for action.
· Planning matters of note:
· Planning appeal decision in relation to Pinfold Paddocks has been received.
· Correspondence has been ongoing in relation to other local applications, including at Brookfield and The Laurels.
· The Hayloft, Capenhurst Lane update. Email from CWaC Planning with the latest position as follows (read out at the meeting):
 
“The Hayloft, Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst, Chester, CH1 6HE (Also known as The Retreat) (Dwelling, caravans and camping).
 
There are two main issues on this site, one relating to the main dwelling and the other relating to the insertion of caravans and camping tents / teepes.
 
Dwellinghouse - On 5th December 2025, a Certificate of Lawfulness was approved under reference 25/03443/LDC for - The change of use from a residential dwelling (use Class C3) to a children's care home for up to 2 child residents.
 
On the remaining land caravans and tents (Tepees) were installed. The wooden lodge units located on the site have been assessed and investigated and are considered to meet the definition of a caravan. The site benefits from an Exemption Certificate issued by Rustic Acres (who have been given approval by Natural England). We have raised concerns with the exemption organisation, however they are satisfied with everything in place. As such, we have sought Barrister advice from Kings Chambers.
 
In essence the advice states that Embrace Care have demonstrated that the units meet the definition of a caravan and are capable of being moved. In terms of their use, legislation emphasis recreational use but does not exclude ancillary activities to facilitate it. i.e.  A family may well visit a site for a recreational purpose such as a holiday and have a helper staying with them or visiting the site daily to care for one of the family members.
 
Providing people using the caravans are part of the caravan and camping club it would comply with the relevant legislation. If residents have concerns about how the site is being used they would need to raise it with the organisation.
 
The related enforcement case is 25/00238/EMCOU and is pending, however we are in the progress of writing this up to close the case down. Embrace Care have been informed of this that we will not be pursuing matters at this stage.
 
A new issue was raised recently regarding a proposed Open Day at The Retreat (Hayloft) and this matter has been raised directly with the operator Max Walker-Williams, who stated to officers “The open day is an opportunity for people to come along and experience the environment. The social club is not open to the public and it is for caravan club members only. They have use of the Teepee and other existing facilities during the day only.”
 
At present, the proposal relates is activities connected to the caravan and camping site and what they can offer in terms of care. This means at this stage we can only monitor the situation but at present the overall use appears to meet the legislation. Cllr Eardley or residents can raise any issues that arise with us and we will continue to monitor the site.”

	3
	Urenco Update
- Carol Higson was obtaining stories of local people who had fallen in wars. Their stories would be put in a book for the church and there would be a display in Urenco’s building 806. She asked for suggestions (carol.higson@urenco.com) and some were provided. 
- Laura Johnson gave an update on the plans to open the northwest gate. The plans were being discussed with local stakeholders so no definite update yet but she will provide one when she can. It was needed to progress developments on site. 
- Julia Hanlon was welcomed back.

	4
	Members Interest forms – 
The clerk reported that all forms had been completed. A new rule had been introduced in the last few days so that addresses no longer needed to be published although the clerk and Monitoring Officer would be aware of them. The Clerk would review all forms published to ensure compliance.

	5
	Training – Review-New Councillors and refreshers
-Cllr Housley gave an outline of a 2-hour training session which he and Cllr Pemberton had attended regarding objecting to a planning objection. The emphasis was that objections had to be rational and backed by points based on the national planning framework and the Local Plan. 

	6
	Police Group – feedback
-i. New PC/PCSO meetings
-Cllr Housley had not attended any police meetings since the last Parish Council meeting but the PCSO Christine Hogan had invited him to the next surgery. 
-ii. Community Cohesion Group
-no update
-iii. Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC) update
- PCC plans and survey was circulated and responded to.

	7
	PC Surgery feedback- review timings
-The Chair noted that the Surgery was set up at request of residents to have informal meetings and discussion but they had very little attendance in the couple of hours (sometimes by the same 2 people). 
Members discussed future arrangements. 
Cllr Tomlinson proposed holding them twice a year (November and June) for an hour. Cllr Foster seconded. Agreed unanimously.

RESOLVED: 
That Surgery meetings be held in June and November for an hour.

	8
	Community Engagement
- i. Correspondence from Members of the Public 
The Chair provided details of a letter sent on behalf of Penfold Close residents. It was attached to the agenda and concerned a planning application for Brookfield though it also included other issues. The Chair responded and noted that some points were personal ones. She reminded attendees that they were to treat each other with respect and outbursts would not be tolerated. 
-ii. Members of the public speaking time.
- Ledsham Lane passing points - Ian Mort asked for clarification about passing points on Ledsham Lane which he had heard mentioned. Laura Johnson from Urenco explained that a project was coming forward and was in the design stage. As part of the process all options were explored and when final plans were complete, engagement with local residents would take place. 
- Val Parr wanted to complain to Urenco about the noise. She explained her actions each time she felt that there was excessive noise but was disappointed at a perceived lack of substantial, accurate or helpful response. 
-iii. Internet/Website/Facebook
- No issues to report.

	9
	 Events
-i. Proposals for future events
-The remembrance event planned by Urenco (see item 3, above) was noted.
-Cllr Foster mentioned that the Events Group was to meet to discuss plans for the Christmas Tree event. 

	10
	Planning:
- i. New Planning Applications 
The one planning application received since the last meeting (Laurels Farm) as well as the Parish Council’s objection and the Planning Department response were all included in the agenda pack. 
The Clerk mentioned that an additional planning appeal decision had been received after the agenda was published. It was for Pinfold Paddocks on Rectory Lane and was a dismissal of the appeal by the applicant. 
- ii. Planning Sub Committee Report
Cllr Clowes reported that the Sub-Committee had met and responded to appeal for Laurel’s Farm on Parkgate Road. The application had been refused so the building should be removed, but a subsequent application to extend this property had then been approved. The Parish Council had queried this and reiterated the original objections.

	11
	Finance:
There had not been success in achieving a handover of functions from Cllr Foster to the Clerk, and there had been difficulty in anyone accessing the bank account which had left invoices unpaid. Another attempt to resolve issues and hand over would be made on 10 July when the clerk and cllr. Foster were to meet to try to address all the issues.  
-i. Income received
None 
-ii. Payments made
None because of access to the bank account. 
-iii. Earmarked Reserves and Proposed expenditure
Nothing to report.
-iv. Proposal to produce a budget for 2027 events spending
as part of the council’s budget discussions there would be a budget set for the events with input from the events group.

	12
	Emergency Plan – update
No updates needed. 

	13
	Members Information 
It was noted that the following communications have been circulated:
i. Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC) weekly newsletter
ii. National Association of Local Councils (NALC) - e mails and newsletter 
iii. Training- e mails circulated

PCSO Report 
There were no incidents reported since the last meeting.

	14
	Members Information Speaking Time
- Councillors
1) letter to Capenhurst Sports Club – 
The letter to Capenhurst Sports Club about a visiting coach obstructing Capenhurst Lane was delivered in May but not received as they do not accept physical mail. Following a subsequent call, they felt that the coach had not caused a problem. 

2) Church yard 
Cllr Foster had been approached by the Holy Trinity Church, Capenhurst, as they were trying to raise funds to keep the church yard tidy and clean. Carol Higson suggested that war veterans would be interested in volunteering and Laura Johnson said Urenco would too.

-Cllr Foster also reported that the Church was raising £1250 for a baby memorial stone. Cllr Eardley and Urenco both pledged money towards this.

-Cllr Foster reported that a member of the public at the Northern end of Capenhurst village had offered to put a defibrillator on their house wall for public use and cover the costs of electric and upkeep if a cabinet could be supplied. Cllr Foster will get costs and bring to a subsequent meeting. 

-Cllr Foster requested that a request be put on Your Streets on the CWaC website to cut back the wildflowers at the junction of Penfold Close and Capenhurst Lane as they were now obscuring visibility. Cllr Eardley offered to contact the appropriate officers. 

-Cllr Foster reported that residents of Ledsham had approached her about potholes in Ledsham Lane. Cllr Eardly offered to take up the issue. 

-Cllr Clowes reported that she had registered a request to cut back trees and hedges on Badgers Rake Lane and the junction of Ledsham Hall Lane/A550. The issues had been allocated to the StreetCare Team for assessment. 

	15
	Meeting closed
20:22





Signed ………………………………………………………………………….



Date……………………………………………………………………………..


Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) Model Publication Scheme.

Extract from ICO website:

As well as responding to requests for information, you must publish information proactively. The Freedom of Information Act requires every public authority to have a publication scheme, approved by the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO), and to publish information covered by the scheme.

The scheme must set out your commitment to make certain classes of information routinely available, such as policies and procedures, minutes of meetings, annual reports and financial information.

To help you do this the ICO has developed a model publication scheme. 

The information you release in accordance with the publication scheme represents the minimum you must disclose. If a member of the public wants information not listed in the scheme, they can still ask you for it.

Most public authorities will make their publication scheme available on their website under ‘freedom of information’, ’guide to information’ or ‘publication scheme’. If you are asked for any of this information, you should be able to make it available quickly and easily, so you should make your staff aware of the information available through your publication scheme.




(names redacted)
Subject: Heavy Goods Vehicles Using Rectory Lane
 
Dear Laura,

I wanted to raise another concern regarding the increasing number of large HGVs travelling through the village and along Rectory Lane.

This morning I followed one of the lorries, which had Dromgoole written on the side, and it continued to the "temporary" access road on Ledsham Lane before entering the Urenco site. I also noticed that there now appears to be a security hut at this access point.

These large vehicles now seem to be using this route on a daily basis. As you know, Rectory Lane is a restricted road, and I am concerned that regular HGV traffic is inappropriate and is having an unnecessary impact on the village.

Could you please clarify why these vehicles are using this route, how long this arrangement is expected to continue, and what measures Urenco is taking to ensure that HGV movements comply with any restrictions in place? I would also ask that Urenco takes steps to stop these lorries travelling through the village wherever possible.

I look forward to your response.

Kind regards,
(name redacted)


Planter
Council meeting 27.1.26: It was also suggested that two damaged planters could be replaced at Capenhurst Village Green and at the school.

Council meeting 3.3.26: It was noted that the application for £280 of CWaC Councillor Simon Eardley’s budget had been successful and had now been received. Arrangements for planters and planting would now be made. 

1200mm self watering planter, with wording for Parade Planter (1040mm x 90mm): Capenhurst
Quotes:
Amberol (used by Backford): £618.24
[image: ]

Urban Planters (sent from Saughall) £1,489.75
[image: ]


Planning applications since the last agenda:
3 July: 26/01613/FUL. Land South of Capenhurst Lane Capenhurst Cheshire. The formation of a new site access and access track to serve the approved
Capenhurst Battery Storage facility (ref. 22/03585/FUL), providing a connection
to Capenhurst Lane for both the construction and operational phases of the
development.

24 July: 26/01872/FUL. Urenco UK Ltd Capenhurst Lane Capenhurst Chester CH1 6ER. Construction of substation with associated hard and soft landscaping. 
Council comments:
We have no objections but would like to make the following points:
· There has been no interaction with neighbours/ stakeholders.
· We have concerns about the potential for increased noise levels.
· There are many occasions, according to the Full Noise Impact Assessment, when the level of noise appears to exceed the recommended range.
· We would appreciate a summary of the Noise Impact assessment in less scientific terms.
· We are concerned about the probable increase in traffic and noise during the construction phase as well as when completed.

28 July: 26/00370/FUL. Springfields Ledsham Lane Ledsham Chester CH66 0ND. Erection of a self build custom build detached dwelling with associated
parking and amenity space

13 July: sent to old email account. Discovered on 20 August: 26/01951/FUL. Land At Welsh Road Ledsham Chester. The creation of two wildlife ponds.
Council comments:
We have no objections and are happy that these ponds will encourage additional wildlife.

20 July: sent to old email account. Discovered on 20 August: 26/02180/CAT. Home Farm Ledsham Village Ledsham Chester CH66 0NE. Removal of two Ash trees (Fraxinus excelsior) due to advanced Ash dieback (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus) causing significant crown decline and structural weakness. Both trees present an increasing safety risk to nearby highway and boundary. Disease progression is irreversible. Works are required on safety
grounds. Replacement native planting will be provided.



Invoices paid and regular payments since 1.4.26:
	Date
	From
	For
	Invoice no. 
	Amount
	paid

	11.4.26
	SLCC
	Qualification Fee: Mike A Jones (ILCA - England)
	QL209171-1
	£168
	10.7.26

	16.4.26
	ChALC
	Breakthrough Communications:  Social Media for Councils – Mike A Jones  
	2026/020 

	£30
	10.7.26

	16.4.26
	ChALC
	Induction – Royle
	2025/087
	£25
	10.7.26

	1.5.26
	Easy web sites
	Monthly Management Fee
	
	£58.08
	1.5.26

	1.5.26
	Scribe
	Accounting package
	
	34.80
	1.5.26

	1.6.26
	Easy web sites
	Monthly Management Fee
	3008
	£60.72
	3.6.26

	1.6.26
	Scribe
	Accounting package
	
	34.80
	1.6.26

	1.7.26
	Easy web sites
	Monthly Management Fee
	3689
	£60.72
	1.7.26

	1.7.26
	Scribe
	Accounting package
	
	34.80
	1.7.26

	02.07.26
	ChALC
	Lewis Anderson Enterprises Ltd: Understanding the Planning System – Phil Housey and Christine Pemberton  
	2026/081
	£80
	10.7.26

	9.7.26
	DM Payroll Services Ltd
	Administration of payroll April - September 2026
	INV-5327
	£79.20
	5.8.26

	1.8.26
	Easy web sites
	Monthly Management Fee
	4344
	£60.72
	1.8.26

	1.8.26
	Scribe
	Accounting package
	
	34.80
	3.8.26

	22.9.25
	ChALC
	David Kaiserman: Planning Training – Joyce Tomlinson
	2025/107
	£35
	10.7.26

	
	
	
	
	
	



Bank balance as at 19.8.26: £16,858.27


Police report for Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council meeting 1 September 2026
From PC Ellie Barnett and PCSO Christine Hogan. 

From 1st August, until 10th August, nothing really of note, just RTC’s and broken-down vehicles etc.
 
On 10th July A male was arrested at Capenhurst Train station for Public Order offences.
On 17th July A male spoken to by Police, involving a concern for his safety. Male was returned safely to his family.
On 18th July A 20-year-old male was found bleeding in the road near to Capenhurst primary school, believed to be intoxicated. Safe and well.
On 23rd July, A HGV was turning/reversing on to the Parkgate junction, from Capenhurst junction, Farther and son safe and well, after lorry reversed in them, bike damaged, Road temporally closed.
 
 
Below is a list of the surgery times and Locations:-
 
· Thurs 20th Aug 2026 - 12:00hrs (1hr) - Capenhurst & Ledsham village hall (carpark)
· Weds 16th Sept 2026 - 13:30hrs (1hr) - The Five Villages Hall, Backford (carpark)
· Thurs 22nd Oct 2026 - 18:00hrs (1hr) - The VI, Saughall (carpark)
· Fri 13th Nov 2026 - 10:00hrs (1hr) - Capenhurst & Ledsham village hall (carpark)
· Mon 14th Dec 2026 - 17:30hrs (1hr) - The Five Villages Hall, Backford (carpark)
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